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Abstract

This study on “Factors Related to Career Success of Persons with
Disabilities who are Self-employed” aimed 1) to study the meaning of career
success of persons with disabilities who are self-employed 2) to study the
factors related to career success of persons with disabilities who are self-
employed. This is a qualitative research that collected data from persons
with disabilities engaged in independent careers with some measure of
professional success. It uses in-depth interviews and a question guideline
with 13 participants from Central Thailand who have mobility impairments.
The sample was selected using a snowball technique.
The major findings were:

1. The interview results revealed that the meaning of independent
career success of persons with disabilities who are self-employed are able
to provide for themselves and their families. And independent career must

be continuous and able to develop, Including profit and prosperity in life.
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2. The factors related to career success of persons with disabilities
who are self-employed were divided in 2 factors : internal and external
factors. The internal factors are summarized as 13 points: 1) knowledge,
ability and experience in the career 2) diligence, patience, not discouraged
3) have perseverance, determination and dedicated 4) be honest 5) self-care
(independent living) 6) seeks knowledge 7) positive thinking 8) responsible
and emphasize to customers 9) disability 10) action on thinking 11) love in a
career 12) helping others 13) good human relations. External factors can be
summarized into five categories: 1) social support from families 2) government
agencies 3) technology 4) professional networks 5) models.

Keywords : Career Success, Self-Employed, Persons with Disabilities
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