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Abstract

This study was funded by the National Health Commission
Office (NHCO) with objectives to review the definitions of vulnerability
and the vulnerable groups to examine health situations of the vulnerable

groups and work operations related to the health of the vulnerable
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groups in Thailand. This study was conducted with a documentary
research method, and data were collected from online sources, books
and legal documents from 2007- 2017. The findings revealed that
vulnerability could be divided into different dimensions including physical
and mental vulnerability, vulnerability caused by external and internal
factors, vulnerability in a dimension related to social welfare, vulnerability
from individual causes as a victim. Factors leading to the vulnerability were
root causes, dynamic pressure, and unsafe conditions. The situations of the
vulnerable groups that rendered them unable to access healthcare
services were found that the youths encountered deprivation while the
elderly people in rural areas experienced far distances from a medical
facility and their residences, and lack of caregivers. Foreign labors who were
not in a social security system were required to take responsibility for
expenses related to their health. The impoverished populations considered
only the economic dimension with no regard to equity, equality and needs
while the widowed women in the three southern-border provinces
suffered from unrest situations and loss of their household’s head. The
female inmates encountered congestion in their sleeping buildings and
there were certain risks when an inmate was taken to receive external
services due to possibility of absconding. Homeless and displaced
people had no identification documents, and they thus had no right
for medical treatments and social welfares.

Keyword: Vulnerable group, Health situation, Healthcare right, Drive

with public policy
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THE PROGRESS OF VULNERABILITY
1 2 3
ROOT CAUSES DYNAMIC UNSAFE DISASTER HAZARDS
PRESSURES CONDITIONS
1 | \ /
| { Physical | |
\I \ Envirenment: 1 |
1 Lack of: | ~ Dangerous \ [
\ * Localinstitutions | Locations | | Earthquake
I|I = Training | - Unprotected '.I |
L 1 « Appropriate skills | buildings and | | Highwinds
Limited ', « Local I\ Infrastructure I |I {eyelone f
access to: 1 ) ¥e
~Power y | investments 1 \ | hurricane/
 Structures \ « Local markets | Local Economy: \ | typhoon)
 Resources \ * Press freedom * Livelyhoods atrisk |
| » Ethical standards -Lowincome level | Risk = Flooding
I in public life | Hazard
| Social Relations: | azare x Valcanic
| . | Vulnerability 3
Ideologies: I| Macro Forces: = Special groups at II eruption
+ Political © + Rapid population | risk |
g gt:‘:s " change Il * Lack of local |I | Landslide
i4 ’ | * Rapid | institutions { |
+Economic | S | | |
— | urbanization | | | Drought
Y I| = Arms expenditure | Public actions and II \I
| - Debt repayment ,' institutions: I| II Virus and
| schedule | « Lack of disaster | | pests
[ | preparedness |
| | *Prevalenceof |
| | endemic disease | |
| | |

Figure 4: The Pressure and Release model proposed by Blaikie at al. (1996). Root causes lead to dynamic pressures,
which lead to unsafe conditions. Risk is the combination of hazard and vulnerability (Wisner et al, 2004).

N9 1 ANINTZUIUNISVDINISAAANUWSIE U (Piers Blaikie et al,
2003)

NUUUTIRBY PAR Model ¥84 Blaikie WazAny AMMUTIEUN
Liladusssanizyaaa n1siiyaralianusawdguiiunisuasundasta
gufeatudadenediauiviungunin (Social Determinants of Health)

Wusivusgaenndasiu Cristina Grabovschi et al. (2013) MivLaus
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High
Higher vulnerability: Multiple vulnerability aspects —
Higher health care needs —> Lower health care accessibility and quality

% Lower vulnerability: Fewer vuinerability aspects —>
A 5" Lower health care needs —>
Higher health care accessibility and quality

Health care needs

Low

g

Low High
Health care accessibility and quality

279 2 ANLEALUUINGDIVR (Cristina Grabovschi et al, 2013) Via5u1g

wanAnYed ICL 989 Julian Tudor Hart (1971)
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