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Abstract

This article critically examines the mass shooting phenomenon
in Thai society, focusing on the meanings, facts, and myths associated
with such events. It discusses the impact of ambiguous language and
explores the media’ s role in shaping public perception. The article
emphasizes the need for accurate understanding while dispelling myths
and avoiding the slorification of perpetrators, which may lead to copycat
behavior. It also offers policy recommendations for the state, drawing on
criminological theories such as Cumulative Strain Theory, Imitation
Theory, and gun violence prevention. By comparing Thailand’s situation
with U.S. case studies, the study provides a broader international
perspective. While the global trend is concemning, there is a growing silent
risk in Thailand. If media coverage continues to sensationalize perpetrators,
it could fuel further violence. Therefore, the state must prioritize
clear public understanding, set media guidelines, and implement
comprehensive preventive measures.
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