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Abstract

This study examined multidisciplinary teams protecting
destitute persons with psychiatric disorders in Thailand’s southern
border provinces under security and multicultural contexts. Using a
qualitative design, data were collected by interviewing nine
practitioners and analyzed inductively. Findings identified five roles:
holistic assessment, welfare protection, treatment/rehabilitation,
coordination/referral, and follow-up. Service users faced complex
mental health, daily living, and social support problems, requiring
multi-sector collaboration and trust-building with religious leaders.
Challenges included policy constraints, lack of a centralized database,
security-focused budgeting, and workforce limitations. The study
highligshts need for policy development, integrated data, and

context-sensitive support.
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